
Our Jubilee Year  “Ponderings From the  Past”      
During our Jubilee Celebration year, Joan VanPatten, a  member of the Communications  
Ministry team will dig into the archives to feature some piece of history every month in 
Focus.        
 
How did SUMC get started?  The Shenendehowa Methodist Parish was formed from 
four independent churches: West Crescent, Grooms, Newtown & Crescent Methodist 
Church in 1957.  But Methodism in the Shenendehowa area goes back to October 1788.  
A society of twenty members began meeting in  an area two miles north of the Mo  hawk 
River.  In January of 1789, Freeborn Garretson, a circuit rider, had just left the 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in New York City.  He was part of the 
Saddlebag Brigade and rode on his horse to a little settlement north of the Mohawk River.  
He noted in his records that he made a visit and held a Quarterly Meeting of a society of 
twenty members.   In 1790 he returned to the same area and referred to it as Clifton Park.  
Circuit riders traveled as far as 300 miles within a six-week period to cover their 
appointments.   Indian trails were the roads of the early settlers, and this is how Elder  
Garrettson made his way north  after crossing the Mohawk River by ferry.               
 
The Clifton Park Methodist Episcopal Church, later renamed the Grooms Methodist 
Episcopal Church, was the nucleus of the Shenendehowa parish and the mother church of 
most other neighboring Methodist churches in  the Town of Clifton Park.  It is believed 
to be the oldest church in the Methodist Troy Conference as well as the oldest Methodist 
church in Saratoga County and the second oldest Methodist church north of Albany.  
This church was located on Vischer Ferry Road, left of the entrance to what is now  the 
Clifton Park Transfer Station.    
 
The first church was built in 1788 and used as both a school and church.  It was enlarged 
in 1804 and a third building was erected in 1834.  Often called the “white church,” it was 
of simple architecture and had no dome, spire, belfry or any other useless adornment.  In  
1930 there was a need for a church hall, so the members decided to move some deserted 
horse sheds across the road.  Unfortunately they collapsed in the middle of the road but 
were later salvaged and used in the construction of the new addition.  This building was 
used for suppers, social programs and for Sunday School rooms.  During the early years 
of the church the women were forbidden to sit with the men, even with male members of 
their own family during church service!   One of the ladies of the church recounted that 
the congregation did the repair work and the women even painted ceilings.   And the 
Ladies Aid group laid the carpeting, which was purchased from the Ford Motor Green 
Island Plant.  It was the same carpeting that the Ford Company installed in the Ford 
sedans being built there at the time! The old cemetery next door can be dated back as far 
as 1801.  This church was sold, but burned down in 1975.                
 



The Newtown Methodist Episcopal Church was organized  on December 10, 1830, and 
was  located on Fellows Road in Halfmoon behind New Country Auto and is currently a 
shop called  Newtown Church Exchange.  Church records of the first meeting in 1830 
indicate that the building was to be 28’ by 36’ in size.   The members raised a total of 
$447 to build the church.  In 1939, members voted to tear down the south shed, and this 
lumber was used to remodel the north shed into a dining hall where many church suppers 
were held over the years.  The hall also became a meeting place for the community.  
Services were held at the West Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church beginning in 1834.   
The church was formally organized on May 4 in 1841, and in August of that year land 
was purchased for a church.  It cost the members a total of $25 and was purchased from 
Hannah and Patterson Freeman, who are the great-great grandparents of SUMC member 
Gerald Morris.  The small brick building served as the location for both church services 
and Sunday School.  In the winter, services were held at private homes where there would 
be heat.  The church was incorporated in 1909.  A community hall was added probably 
around 1923.  Concerts and plays were held in this building.  The church was known for 
its turkey suppers and exceptional clam chowder.  This recipe is the same one that was 
used at the church fairs for many years.  The church was located at the corner of  
Dunsbach Rd. and Crescent Road, but later burned down after the  our church merger.  
An old cemetery remains.     
 
The Crescent Methodist Episcopal Church, organized in 1852, was located on Church 
Hill Road in Halfmoon, next to St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church. A brick building 40 
feet by 60 feet, it was eventually sold and later demolished due to its deteriorating 
condition. Tobias Spitzer served as its first pastor. Members from that church remember 
their turkey suppers and Christmas parties. They were also known for selling boxed 
gelatin.              
 
Next month’s FOCUS will tell  more about our present church that was  formed from 
these small four churches.                           Joan VanPatten    


